2           SIR GOOROODASS BANERJEE

at a meeting of a literary society in Calcutta and
with the help of lantern slides, he tried to show the
characteristics of the man as depicted in his eyes.
He put on the screen slides containing portraits
of some notable Indians including Sir Gooroodass.
In describing his eyes, the writer happened to
observe that one could expect even-handed justice
from a man possessed of those eyes, and justice
that is tempered with mercy. Those eyes beamed
with wisdom and intelligence, sympathy and kind-
ness, self-control and determination, patience and
perseverance. Revenge or any of the baser passions
of life could not be present in the man who happened
to be possessed of such eyes. They showed a well-
balanced combination of wisdom and love of action.
The opinion of the meeting certainly was that the
writer was not wrong in his estimate.

Sir Gooroodass's physical frame, though thin,
seemed to possess an extraordinary vitalit}* and an
uncommon stock of sound health. He seldom
suffered from any serious illness in his long life
except the last which carried him off. During his
fifteen years' service as a Judge of the High Court,
the writer is credibly informed that he was absent
for a short period only on account of illness. To
some people, however, his slight physical make did
not appear to be consistent with the dignity of his
high office as a Judge. An amusing incident has
been related to the writer by an Indian Professor
of the Presidency College from personal knowledge.
His father was a pleader of Dinajpur and came down
to Calcutta with an appeal case which was to be